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to continue on the path of fiscal re-
sponsibility.

H.R. 2439, PREVENTING EXHAUS-
TION OF TELEPHONE NUMBERS
AND SAVING MONEY

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, for all
Americans who are struggling with
new telephone area codes, | have intro-
duced a bill, H.R. 2439, to prevent the
exhaustion of telephone numbers and
save the economy about $150 billion in
emergency remedial measures.

If the rate at which new telephone
area codes are being introduced con-
tinues, we may run out of area codes as
soon as the year 2007. If that occurs, we
would be forced to add one more digit
to all U.S. phone numbers. The FCC
and other reliable sources estimates
that the cost to the economy of adding
an extra digit to all telephone numbers
and reprogramming all computer net-
works and databases to recognize the
expanded numbering format could be as
high as $150 billion, which is about the
same cost as fixing the Y2K bug.
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But unlike the Y2K problem, the
coming crisis in telephone number al-
location is entirely preventable. My
bill requires the telephone company to
stop wasting potential telephone num-
bers. It promotes competition by en-
suring that consumers can take their
telephone numbers with them if they
choose to switch carriers. It restores
the ability of consumers to dial only
seven digits and reach anyone in their
area code. And it will save the econ-
omy $150 billion in unproductive emer-
gency and preventable remedial action.

AMERICA SCREAMS OUT FOR US
TO PROTECT OUR YOUTH

(Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Mr. Speaker, it is troubling, and
there is a difference between the two
parties. The Democrats want to try to
solve Social Security, improve Medi-
care, and try to secure our youth from
guns.

Each day in America 14 kids age 19
and under are Killed by guns. In 1996,
almost 5,000 juveniles were Killed with
a firearm. In 1997, 84 percent of the
murder victims age 13 to 19 were Killed
with guns.

Mr. Speaker, 59 percent of the stu-
dents in grades six through twelve
know where to get guns if they want
one. And it seems that no one cares
about how many they get. Two-thirds
of these students say they can acquire
a firearm within 24 hours.

It is time, Mr. Speaker, that we ad-
dress this issue and get on with the
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concerns of the American people. Kids
and guns do not mix, yet Republicans
refuse to consider common sense gun
safety measures that would only serve
to protect Kkids. It is time for us to do
it, Mr. Speaker. America screams out
for us to protect our youth.

NO REASON FOR DEMOCRATS TO
VOTE DOWN GUN CONTROL BILL

(Mr. SMITH of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, 1 would like to follow up the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. EDDIE BERNICE
JOHNSON) on the gun issue.

Many of us felt that it was important
to close the loophole at gun shows. The
question and the argument centered
around the question—Is 24 hours rea-
sonable to have a criminal history
check?

I am from Michigan. In Michigan we
have required a criminal history check
to purchase a hand gun for the last 50
years. So the reasonableness of keeping
guns out of the hands of felons is some-
thing | think most of us should agree
on.

To close the loophole, at gun shows
where individuals that are not licensed
gun dealers sell guns to other individ-
uals at the show, a law change is nec-
essary. The suggestion that came from
the Democratic side of the aisle to re-
quire 24 hours for a criminal history
check.

I called the FBI. They reported that
with the current 3 days, sometimes
they miss that an individual has com-
mitted a felony. But what happens is
the FBI immediately call the ATF, the
local law enforcement, because they
have committed two felonies. Once in
their certification and once taking pos-
session of a gun. They immediately go
after them. They prosecute them. They
confiscate the gun.

There was no reason for the Demo-
crats to have voted down this gun con-
trol bill that would have closed this
gun show loop-hole.

REPUBLICAN TRILLION-DOLLAR
TAX BILL IS A DISGRACE

(Mr. LEWIS of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
the Republican trillion-dollar tax bill
is a disgrace. It is the height of irre-
sponsibility. It is a trillion-dollar give-
away to the special interests and the
high-rollers.

The Republican plan does nothing to
protect Social Security. The Repub-
lican plan does nothing to strengthen
Medicare. The Republican tax scheme
does nothing to reduce our national
debt.

We are at a crossroads in America.
We have an historic opportunity to pre-
serve and protect Social Security, to

H5579

strengthen Medicare, and to pay down
this awful national debt. We should
not, we cannot, and we must not let
this historic opportunity pass us by.

We have balanced our national budg-
et. We have put our economic house in
order. The Republican tax scheme is ir-
responsible. It does not address our
needs, and it will lead us down the road
to economic disaster. The Republican
plan is a dangerous and dark step back-
wards. It should be and it must be de-
feated, Mr. Speaker.

REPUBLICANS BELIEVE AMERI-
CANS CAN BEST DECIDE HOW TO
SPEND THEIR MONEY

(Mr. HAYES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HAYES. Mr. Speaker, | rise

today to simply say, my colleague is
wrong. My colleague is questioning the
motives of his friends and mine on the
other side of the aisle.

We simply say this is the American
people’s money. They deserve to have
it back. It is a very simple story. It is
not about motives. It is about the fact
that it is their money, they should
have it back. It is not where it goes. It
is whose it is. It is the American peo-
ple’s money. We have taken it from
them.

We firmly believe on our side of the
aisle that the American people can best
decide how to spend their money, not
the Government, not a group of bu-
reaucrats in Washington.

HMO REFORM

(Mr. LAMPSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise
this morning to ask my colleagues to
stop lollygagging around and to pass
meaningful HMO reform as quickly as
possible.

Hundreds of Medicare beneficiaries
have been dumped by their Medicare
HMOs in Texas. Three healthcare plans
that | know of, and there could easily
be more, have decided not to renew
their contracts with the Healthcare Fi-
nancing Administration.

This is why Medicare HMO reform is
needed ASAP. Congress needs to step
up to the plate and enact legislation
that ensures quality healthcare cov-
erage for all our Nation’s elderly. We
need to make sure that treatment deci-
sions are made by doctors, like my
brother, not insurance company bu-
reaucrats. Plus, we need to hold HMOs
accountable for healthcare decisions
that people or their doctors disagree
with. We must keep Medicare HMOs at
the forefront of this Congressional
agenda.

LET US NOT GO OVERBOARD WITH
IRRATIONAL TAX CUTS

(Mr. MORAN of Virginia asked and
was given permission to address the
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